
 

       

 

Tēnā koutou e te whānau he mihi nui ki a koutou katoa 

      Week 1 Term 3 Newsletter 2026 

‘E tū Kahikatea, hei wakapae ururoa 
Awhi mai, awhi atu, tātou, tātou e’  

Kahikatea stand together; their roots intertwine, strengthening each other. 
We all help one another and together we will be strong. 

 
Ngā Uaratanga o Te Kura o Ritimana 

Our School Values  

Te Māia me te Manawaroa - Bravery & Resilience 

Te Ngākau Aroha me te Atawhai - Compassion & Empathy  

   Te Kanorautanga me te Kauawhitanga - Diversity & Inclusiveness 

Te Ngākau Whakaute hoki ki te katoa - Respect for all 

 

We were happy to see all of our tamariki back at kura on Monday. Thank you to Matua Ngaariki, Whaea Rohi 
and Te Whānau Whāriki for their guidance during our whakatau. Our new families appreciated the wonderful 
welcome from our children, staff and existing whānau. We appreciate you making sure children are on time to 
school so they can have a great start to the term! 
 
Term 3 Parent Overview - please click on the link to see what is coming up during the term 
Here is the term 3 overview. Please have a look to keep up-to-date with these.  

 RRS Parent Overview Term 3 2026
 
Assembly and Tumuaki Awards - Ngā Whetū o te wiki/Stars of the Week 
The Ngā Whetū o te wiki certificates will be presented at Friday Whole School Assemblies and the names of 
these students will feature here after assemblies have been completed. Te Whānau Whariki hosted the 
assembly during Matariki Celebration Week in term 2. Here are the recipients of our certificates below.  
 
Our next Whole School assembly is hosted by Kiwi Connection in Week 2. Please refer to the Term 3 Parent 
Overview for other assemblies. 
 
Kiwi Connection 
Meilani Cadena- For showing compassion and empathy towards students and teachers. 
Harry Wickham- Knowing compassion and empathy are actions not solely a feeling. Kia kaha Harry! 
Timote Koloamatangi- Working in a thoughtful and kind way during our Inquiry investigation. 
Olivia Newhouse- For showing compassion and empathy by noticing classroom jobs that need doing and 
stepping up to help without being asked. 
 
Te Whānau Whāriki 
Māhina Scarborough- Ka nui te mihi e te arero koi, e te ngākau aroha.  
Cartia Thompson- He ngākau aroha, he ngākau atawhai hoki tōu. Tēnā koe i tō whaiwhakaaro ki te katoa.  
Manaaki Bell- E waimarie ana tātou e noho nei ki tōu taha. Kua tautetia te katoa e ōu whakaaro atawhai, ōu 
kupu āwhina hoki. Ka wani kē! 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13CPQdANplLYFrCL-a19CDbVWRy4SJH82422mU-_QVl8/edit?tab=t.0


 
Mua i Malae 
Frida Williams-Folau- E agamalū i so’o se tamaiti’iti o lana vasega. 
Leatalei Stevens- E agamalū ma aga’alofa. Ia tūmau ai pea. 
Māsina Vaega-Phillips- E tausisi i ona uiga agamalū ma le agaalofa i soo se tasi. Malo lava! 
Tuiono Wilson- E agamalū ona uiga fa’aalia. Malo lava! 
 
L’Archipel 
Raphaël Blériot- For showing compassion and empathy by helping your classmates during learning time. 
Oliver Munro- For consistently demonstrating compassion and empathy through your kindness, patience, and 
willingness to help others. 
Isabelle Starrenburg- For consistently showing compassion and empathy to her peers and for always being 
ready to help. 
 

Important Community Notices 
 

Richmond Road School 
Enrolments for 2027 

  
The Richmond Road School Board invites applications for enrolment for all students wishing to attend 
Richmond Road School in 2027.Parents of students who live in the school zone should apply to assist the 
school to plan appropriately for next year. Students who live in the school zone are entitled to enrol in the 
school if they are applying for Kiwi Connection. 
  
Students who apply for our special programmes (Māori immersion, Samoan bilingual or French bilingual) are 
selected based on criteria set out in the enrolment scheme (see our website Enrolment). Applications can be 
dropped off at the School Office or sent electronically to office@richmondroad.school.nz. 
 
If the number of applicants who meet the criteria exceeds the number of places available, students will be 
selected by ballot or points system (dependent on the criteria of the special programme). If a ballot is required, 
it will be held on the week of Monday 28th September 2026. 
 
The approximate number of spaces for 2027 are: 

  
Te Whānau Whāriki (Māori immersion pathway)   

12  spaces 
Mua I Malae (Samoan bilingual pathway)   

12  spaces 
L’Archipel (French bilingual pathway)   

12  spaces 
Kiwi Connection (English medium pathway)   

15  spaces for out of zone students 
   

If you have any questions please contact the office via email at office@richmondroad.school.nz 
All applications must be received at the school office, 113 Richmond Road, Ponsonby, no later than 
Friday 21st August at 12.00pm 
 
For special programmes, the interviews will be held between the Monday 14th  and Thursday 24th September 
2026. We will confirm the specific dates that are available and the day and time of your interview will be 
scheduled and communicated with you directly from the school after all applications have been received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.richmondroad.school.nz/enrolment.html
mailto:office@richmondroad.school.nz


 
Sports Notice Update: Term 3 
Term 3 is underway with our first trial for Inner City Rippa Rugby which happened today. Inner City is for our Y5 
and Y6 students only. The other tournaments happening this term are Netball and Football. There are trials 
depending on the interest for each individual support. Uala will endeavour to give notice for when any upcoming 
trials will be happening so children have a chance to get the correct gear. Please check the Term 3 parent 
overview to see the dates for these tournaments.  
 
We have children involved in various Basketball and Netball competitions that will start again in the coming 
weeks. These teams are run with the generous support of our parents. These teams run throughout the year. If 
you would like to start a team and are interested in supporting your child's one contact Uala for more details. 
Also if you are free to go along and support a team please do. Mondays Y3/4 Basketball (Ponsonby Primary), 
Wednesdays Y6 Netball (Windmill Park) and Fridays Y5/6 Basketball (Ponsonby Intermediate). 
 
Carey Park Adventure Camp 2nd to 4th September -  Update - Parent/Caregiver/Whānau Hui Tuesday 
11th August 5:00pm to 5:30pm In The Hub 
Our Parent/Caregiver/Whānau hui is on Tuesday 11th August from 5:00pm to 5:30pm in The Hub area of the 
school which is located in the Kiwi Connection area of the school by the top court. We encourage all parent 
helpers that have been confirmed to participate during the evening along with our Year 5 and 6 parent/caregiver 
whānau.  
 
The main kaupapa of the evening will be around our teachers who are leading the camp providing an outline of 
activities, timetables and expectations to ensure this is an enjoyable and successful event for all involved. 
 
Ngā mihi to our Parents/Caregivers and Whānau who have returned your Medical and Consent forms to the 
school office. These were due by Friday 26th June. There are spare copies at the school office if you require 
one. Please complete this and return to our school office by the end of this week.  
 
Final payments are due by Friday 21st August. The cost is $330 per child. 
If there are any issues with payments or you would like to discuss, please contact your child’s rōpū leader and 
this can be supported with our senior management if needed. Please find attached a link to Carey Park 
Adventure Camp- Carey Park Adventure Camp 
 
MiM 40th Celebration 
Talofa lava, the Mua i Malae Unit is proud to celebrate its 40th Anniversary this term. Please find the invitation 
and event details below. Please note that due to strict venue capacity limits, attendance is strictly limited to two 
guests per family plus your Richmond Road child(ren). We are so excited to mark this incredible milestone with 
our school whānau and look forward to celebrating with you all. Fa'afetai lava.  
 

 

https://www.onebigadventure.org.nz/


 
 
Head lice 
We have had a couple of cases of head lice reported at school. As a precaution, we encourage all whānau to 
please check your child's hair regularly and treat if necessary. Thank you for helping us minimise the spread. 
Head Lice- Health NZ 
 
School Attendance and Appointments 
Please ensure your children are here between 8.30am and 9.00am to start the school day, or contact the 
school office before 9am if your child will be absent. You can let us know about absences through the School 
App, or by calling or emailing the school office. An adult needs to come into the office with the student if they 
are late to school. Any travel requests during the school term should go through the office and will be forwarded 
to the Principal. These instances will be classed as unjustified absences unless there are special 
circumstances. Days out of school will come under the categories in the link below. An updated Attendance 
policy and Attendance Plan has been added to the school website and includes this information.  
Stepped Attendance Response – STAR. Please make appointments outside of the school day as much as 
possible. On the rare occasion you need to take your child out of school you will need to ring ahead and then 
come to the office to fill in a pass and then go and collect your child from their classroom. It would not be usual 
for us to call them over the speaker as this disrupts the teaching and learning in the classroom. 

 
Richmond Road School - Te Kura o Ritimana - School App 
Have you downloaded our School App? To do so please follow the steps below. Our School App is one form of 
communication we use to send our School Newsletters and notices for any upcoming schoolwide events such 
as Wheels Days and School Socials. You are also able to notify school of absences using our School App.  

 

 
 
Connecting to our School Calendar 
We have our school dates and hours on our website LINK, however some parents have also requested how to 
connect to the School Calendar. If you would like to add our school calendar to yours, click here. 
 
Kōwhai Intermediate School - Upcoming Open Mornings 
This year, they have introduced a new format for open mornings, offering families a choice of dates to attend. 
Please note that one of the open mornings has been specifically designed for families interested in the special 
language units; Te Whānau Pounamu, Te Māpura, Gafoa Le Ata, and Le Grande Envolée. 
This is Friday 7th August. If you do book in for a visit you will need to inform the office to let them know why 
they will be late that day. Thank you. 
 
Each open morning will include a welcome and meet-and-greet with their Senior Leadership Team and Student 
Leaders, as well as a guided tour of their school and specialist technology programmes.They are looking 
forward to meeting prospective 2027 students and their whānau. Please refer to the google form and flyer for 
more information: Kōwhai Intermediate Open Mornings - Google Form 
 

https://www.healthnz.govt.nz/health-topics/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-environments/insect-bites-and-pest-control/head-lice-nits
https://richmondroad.apps.school.nz/install/
https://richmondroad.apps.school.nz/install/
https://www.education.govt.nz/stepped-attendance-response-star
https://www.richmondroad.school.nz/dates-and-hours.html
https://tinyurl.com/5n7x4sxb
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBP5CGdRV3r2UCOMJyYG0C4AZlv8LLCW1DpvKAGxx35VuwgA/viewform?usp=header


 
 

  

Tumuaki Tuesday 
There is a time available each week this term so that there is an opportunity for more time to talk to parents and 
our community, as this is an important part of our school kaupapa and our school mantra ‘Growing Together, 
celebrating our unique identities’. ‘Tumuaki Tuesday’ is usually on Tuesdays between 12.00pm and 3.00pm. My 
schedule is cleared to meet with parents and community members. If you would like to book a time to meet, 
please contact office@richmondroad.school.nz and someone will confirm a 15-minute allocated slot. I realise 
the specific time and day will not suit everyone, I will still try and make time outside of this day/time but I am 
hoping this gives more accessibility and space for kōrero with our community.  
 
Ngā manaakitanga  
 
Jacqui Yearsley 
Tumuaki/Principal  
Te Kura o Ritimana/Richmond Road School 

 

mailto:office@richmondroad.school.nz

